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00:05 to 03:49 

I Alright Frank, you want to tell me a story no one knows, if you could do it 
briefly that would be great. 

FS In 1941, in September, the Japanese were fighting against the Germans, 
and the Russians rather and the United States ... no, no the United States 
weren't in the war yet, but the Japanese send a Morris Code to Germany 
that the Japanese were ready to attack in the Pacific. American intelligence 
intercepted the message that the Japanese send to Germany. British 
intelligence intercepted the message and send it to Churchill, Churchill 
was in Washington. And Churchill told Roosevelt said the Japanese fleet is 
movin' toward, East toward America. And Roosevelt told him, he says no 
we can handle that, then send three or four little ship, maybe a couple 
hundred men a ship, and they were, they didn't have no guns, small guns. 
Roosevelt send those ships to meet the Japanese fleet, they never know 
what happened to those four or five ship. Then Roosevelt, Churchill told 
Roosevelt that the Japanese were ready to attack some place in the Pacific, 
the Philippines, Hawaii, someplace. And Roosevelt told, oh there not that 
foolish. So, what happen, they did attack. And the Admiral Nemits, oh no 
the Admiral Hamans and General Short were in charge. And they were 
told, three days ahead of time, to empty out all the tanks, all the ships, all 
the planes all the, from fuel. There's going to be a general inspection. And 
what happened? And thats exactly what the Japanese wanted. And I gota 
picture in the book, showing the planes empty, out in the Hickem Field. 
With no fuel whatsoever. And those where the true pictures that were 
taken on December the 8", the next day. And this is why they court-martial 
Hamans and Short, for negligence, for uh ... lack of intelligence. When 
Roosevelt was to blame. That as far as I can go. 

03:50 to 04:27 

I So when you made it back to Scofield Barracks... 

FS We made back to Scofield Barracks we were on guard it for a week. 

I What did Scofield Barracks look like when you go back? 

FS Scofield Barracks wasn't to touched, Scofield Barracks was not a military ... 
object, it was just a barracks, a building. But, a lot of the building, were 
full, the ceiling, bullet proof, holes in the building hit, that one was hit. 

04:28 to 05:24 

I Now you, you were working down at Ka'He Oone right? At the airbase 

down there? 

FS No, Scofield was an army base. Willer Field, Higgim Field, they were 
destroyed. All the planes were there, Higgim Field, Willer field, and uh ... 
all the air field there had planes were all destroyed. There was, we had one 
base we had 36 planes, we had 36... navy planes. Out of 36, 35 were 


destroyed, by the Japanese. The Japanese knew exactly where to hit. 

05:25 to 06:55 

I What was the general mood after the attack? How did people feel on the 
island? 


I You must have felt pretty helpless. 

FS You do, you do. Helpless, you don't know what your going to do, you don't 
know where your next orders come from, and the officers didn't know what 
was going on. 

06:56 to 08:49 

I So after, after the attack on Pearl Harbor... 

FS After 6 months, and we starting beginning to get supply. Planes that were 
laid in the states, they put to use and the start coming in to Hono... with 
supplies. And the Japanese keep on retreating back to Japan, and we 
follow. We follow all, the fleet, from the uh, from the... from the Atlantic, 
they all move to Japan. Because in a Japan peetish was able to handle the 
uh, Germans. And the Germans of course, we had both side to fight. The 
Germans and the uh, the Japanese. But the American people concentrated 
more so on the Japanese because of the atrocity, attack. And all the 
supplies that were available came to ... to the Pacific. My wife worked in 
the factory, my son's mother in law worked in the building ship. You ever 
heard of the story about roso... rosed de riviter? 

08:50 to 10:11 

I Mmhh. 

FS Well she was workin", with rosed de riviter, my son law, my son's mother in 
law. And she lived in uh, after the war ... rosed de riviter lived here in 
Arizona, for a while. And those are the people that I love the most and 
respect the most, because they were the ones that saved us. All we did, we 
were they, all we did, was a deliver the goods to the enemies ... not as good 
to the enemies, against the enemies. But the families, your grandparents, 
your grandparents, your father, your mother, they work in the ship yard, in 
the tanks, all over the factory. My wife work in the factory where they 
made uniform for the soldiers. So, they, the family work with us 100 
percent and they were able to help us win the war. 

10:12 to 11:09 

I It was a great time in our history. 

FS Its uh... I wish I had a knowledge, of intelligence that the uh, the college 
educated people have to be able to express myself, little more clear. 
Because I didn't have any school. 


I Well I think your doing a good job Frank. 
FS And thank God for the voluntary and the courage that we ... never ran out. 
And I have a... wheres that white book? 


I I think its over, but we'll get to that in a minute. 
11:10 to 12:36 
I How did your parents and your family come to find out you were ok? 


FS Well after two weeks, they were able to get the email. You know email, its a 
little, you write a letter and they reuse it and they ship it to uh ... to the uh 
... telephone, telephone line. Thats how we were able to communicate and 
let us family know we were in a healthy conditions. 

I That must have been welcome news back home. 

FS And every letter you wrote a page about this big, and half that was uh ... 
canceled, when they take the letters and then cut out the words. Half of 
those were cut out but, we couldn't tell where we were we couldn't tell 
what we did, we couldn't tell anything, everything was censored. 

12:37 to 14:26 

I Now there's about a million and a half people who go to the Arizona 
Memorial to remember what happened that day and to pay respects. From 
somebody who saw it happen, from a far, but still saw it and lived through 
what happened afterward, what would you want those people to take away 
from that experience? 

FS The first time I walk on that ship, I felt like I walk on a wave. I felt like I 
walk on the bodies ... because eleven, what was it, eleven hundred and 
seventy five people, and a ship yet, was still there. And you have any 
feeling. You feel that you walk on the bodies. So a friend on mine, it was a 
night of the ship, that was pick him up in the water, next day, they took 
him, pile him up with the bodies, on the shore and the next day they went 
to examine the bodies and somebody notice, that the man was still 
breathing. He just died last year over here at the fountain hills. And those 
are miracles. And those are miracles that God protects us, people. I what 
else I could tell you, if I could remember. 


What do you think the lesson of Pearl Harbor is to our country? 
FS Today? Or then? 
I Today. 


15:56 to 19:02 

I Now is there anything about your Pearl Harbor experience that I haven't 
asked you that you want to express? 

(sound gets muffled for a little) 

FS I always express to my sons, to be patriotic. Never back up. Be alert to 


your God, country and family. And everything else will take care of 
themselves. I had two sons who spend a year each in the Vietnam. I had 
one, adopted son spend 5 years in the navy, aircraft carrier. I have one son, 
grandson now, thats in the officers in the navy. I have on grandson who's 
medical in the marines. I have another grandson who's lieutenant in the 
army air core. Seven in my family participated in the war. Including my 
father, course my father was in Europe. And I'm happy and proud of my 
family patriotism. Because we never fought, we never criticized the way we 
carried the war. I trust the officers, the administration. They make 
mistakes, everybody makes mistakes, the only mistakes that are high, are 
those mistakes made by high officers, because they are the ones that, they 
get penalized. The little guy, they get penalized, but put in jail. Nobody can 
see it, forget about it. The officers make big mistakes, they get court 
martial, and for years and years and years they fight to get them loose. 
Shorts just died a few years back and his son was able to write a letter, 
write a story, the same story I'm telling you now. That he's father was not 
at fault, that Roosevelt was at fault for starting the war. 

19:03 to 20:41 (end) 

I Frank. 

FS Thank you. 

I Thank you. 

FS  Ionly wish... 

(mumbling off screen) 

I We're just going to sit quietly for 30 seconds. 

(offscreen) Frank did you have something to say? 

I Frank did you have something to say quickly? 

FS I only wish that the mother generations, pick the president thats coming 
up, that has experience in running the country. And another thing too, 
thats personal. We have the courts, judges are corrupt, because the 
corrupt the courts to kill the babies before they are born. Now if a mother 
is shot and she's pregnant, there's two murders there. Now what about 
those people that, the doctors kill in the womb, a woman. 

I Right. Thank you so much. 


